n the coming months, this nation will launch a landmark study to further investigate stroke pre- The CREST IMC has requested prospective CREST-2 stenting operators to submit information on total volume experience and detailed records on their last 25 consecutive cases. The challenge in identifying the prospective "bad apple" from the safe and creditable operator (commercial airline pilot analogy) has proved enormously difficult. How many errors are pilots permitted before being grounded? From a statistical perspective, the number of cases submitted is too small to make "meaningful" evaluations on event rates in isolation.
I
n the coming months, this nation will launch a landmark study to further investigate stroke pre- The investigators have set the bar high in defining best medical therapy. They have rightly designed a best medical therapy protocol to reflect an ideal approach to medical care that all expect to become a standard in future years. This "5 Starr" medical regimen requires rigorous pharmacological control and monitoring of hypertension, blood lipids, diabetes, and antiplatelet therapy. In addition, rigorous protocol-driven lifestyle modifications, including cessation of tobacco use, weight reduction, and exercise programs, will be instigated and monitored.
Needless to say, for this difficult scientific endeavor to produce meaningful results, the revascularization arms will need to be conducted with equal rigor. There are numerous other potential factors that may make short EPD dwell times a measure of both proficiency and safe outcomes. The cognitive skill of the operator in understanding optimal patient selection immediately comes to mind. Even after "strug- 
